Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 295 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.023; wR factor = 0.061; data-to-parameter ratio = 16.7.
The title dimethyltin diisothiocyanate adduct of 4,4 0 -bipyridine, [Sn(CH 3 ) 2 (NCS) 2 (C 10 H 8 N 2 )] n , adopts a chain motif in which the N-heterocycle functions as a bridge to adjacent alltrans octahedrally coordinated tin atoms. The Sn IV atom lies on a special position of 2/m site symmetry, the methyl C atom on a special position of 2 site symmetry, and the thiocyanate and 4,4 0 -bipyridine on a special position of m site symmetry.
Related literature
For the 4,4 0 -bipyridine adducts of diorganotin dichlorides, see: Ma et al. (2004) ; Ng (1998) . For the dimethyltin di(isothiocyanate) adduct of 1,10-phenanthroline, see: Najafi et al. (2011) .
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Comment
The 4,4'-bipyridine ligand forms a number of adducts with diorganotin dihalides; the adducts adopt linear chain structures as the ligand functions in a bridging mode. The organotin dihalides include dimethyltin dichloride (Ng, 1998) , dibutyltin dichloride and dibenzyltin dichloride (Ma et al., 2004) ; no pseudohalides have been reported. The dimethyltin diisothiocyanate adduct similarly adopts a chain motif (Scheme I, Fig. 1 ). Polymeric [Sn(NCS) 2 (CH 3 ) 2 (C 10 H 8 N 2 ) 2 ] n has the N-heterocycle functioning as a bridging to adjacent all-trans octahedrally coordinated tin atoms. The tin atom lies on a special position of 2/m site symmetry, the methyl carbon on a special position of 2 site symmetry, and the isothiocyanate and 4,4'-bipyridine on a special position of m site symmetry. The geometry of the tin atom in the dimethyltin di(isothiocyanate) adduct with 1,10-phenanthroline is a cis-octahedron (Najafi et al., 2011) .
Experimental
Dimethyltin diisothiocyanate (1 mmol, 0.26 g) and 4,4'-bipyridine (1 mmol, 0.16 g) were loaded into a convection tube.
The tube was filled with acetonitrile and methanol (v:v / 9:1) and kept at 333 K. Colorless crystals were collected from the side arm after several days.
Refinement
Hydrogen atoms were placed in calculated positions (C-H 0.93-0.96 Å) and were included in the refinement in the riding model approximation, with U iso (H) set to 1.2-1.5U eq (C).
Figures Fig. 1 . Thermal ellipsoid plot (Barbour, 2001 ) of a portion of the Sn(NCS) 2 (CH 3 ) 2 (C 10 H 8 N 2 ) chain at the 50% probability level. Hydrogen atoms are drawn as spheres of arbitrary radius.
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